
“Grace comes into the soul as the morning sun into the world, first a dawning, then a light; 
and at last the sun in its full and excellent brightness.”
                                                                                                             Thomas Adams

Farewell to our Sixth Graders

On the May calendar you will note a Sixth Grade Advancement taking place on the last day 
of school. For those of you who are new families, this is a memorable time when a slide 
show presentation follows our sixth graders from a very young age to the present. We know 
this class will do good things in the world. We will miss...........

Abby Becker, Erin Buchheit, Hannah Cole, Riley Cole, Mitch Demmer, Elijah Deutmeyer, 
Allison Eibey, Hannah Finn, Jacob Gritzner, Justin Helle, Alyssa Kafer, Leah Lux
Mitchell Mensen, Lauren Monaghan, Bradley OõConnell, Megan Offerman, Sam Phillips  
Renee Pins, Reilly Ryan, Paige Soppe, Mason Steffen, Heather Tauke, Scott Taylor, Tyler 
Tjaden, Beau Vaske, Matt Vaske, Nathan Wegmann, Bailey Wessels, Gabrielle Wessels, Tyler 
Wessels, Connor Wickman, Patrick Woods.

May God continue to bless you and keep you near as you enter Middle School.

Not alone

Two others who have a teaching vocation will be leaving St. Maryõs at the end of this school 
term. Mrs. Eunice Sill retired from West Delaware but continued to provide reading services 
to our children. I remember walking down the block to what was affectionately known as 
the òLittle Houseó and observing Mrs. Sill working her magic with the little ones. She will be 
retiring again and spending more time with her children. Father Nick March has come in 
to talk to the children weekly as his schedule permitted. Even with taking over many of the 
pastorõs responsibilities, Father Nick was visible for the St. Maryõs School children. He will 
be working with college students at Mount Mercy beginning this fall.  We wish him well.

Teacher Appreciation Week

May 5-9 is National Teacher Appreciation Week, with Tuesday, May 6, set aside as Teacher 
Appreciation Day. In addition to meeting all expectations of the Federal & State goverments, 
St. Maryõs teachers also have expectations as Catholic teachers to instill a love of God in 
our students. Say a prayer for your childõs teacher(s). They truly live out their vocation to
the children. Speaking of appreciating teachers, we would like to thank Haleigh Klein for 
again joining us as a Cadet Teacher. She is following in the footsteps of our teachers.

Summer Hours

The St. Maryõs School ofþce will be open during the month of June from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 
p.m. We will be closed the month of July and will reopen August 4



from the principal

òThe times, they are a-changing,ó sang Bob Dylan during my younger days. When I þrst began my 
journey as a principal, I faithfully kept a journal, for about 3-4 months. Periodically, I would add 
random thoughts and have since reread many of them. I have done lots of praying and reÿecting 
over the years. There have been many events that I have used to learn and grow from.

By the numbers: I have the (dubious?) distinction of having served as principal of St. Maryõs School 
longer than any other principal in her history - 9 years. Some of you have heard the story that when 
I þrst interviewed for the position, Jan and I agreed that it was too far to drive every day. That July, 
we were in Florida for a wedding reception for our middle daughter and I received a call and invita-
tion. I felt a òpull from Godó and said, yes! 

The weather became my companion. My total mileage has fallen somewhere in the 212,000 range. A 
tank of gas in 1999 was $15 and is now $29. I usually þll up every 2 days. The þrst 2 winters were 
comparable to this past winter- icy highways, lots of cars & trucks in the ditches ( fortunately, never 
mine). I was able to pay off my þrst car early thanks to a hail storm here in Manchester. I tell people 
I know that almost every home in town has a new roof. Once I passed into a òmini-tornadoó that 
caused trafþc to come to a standstill in the middle of Highway 20; the gusts actually pushed the car 
sideways a few feet. 

As I replayed events from my journal I saw notations about Mrs. Rita Heims. She, as have all of the 
teachers, so loved the children and gave her all to them. I recall changing all the blackboards to 
white boards as the chalk dust was bad for her; even when conþned to a wheelchair the children 
would carry her lunch tray up & down and push her to Mass. I was in awe of the caring community. 
I witnessed this again when Ms. Denise Sullivan and Marcus Twomey went to be with God. I have 
never seen a more caring community.

Or more generous. I did my homework before I began here. I saw an endowment fund in place 
before most Catholic elementary schools even thought of one( and then watched it jump from a 
few thousand to about a million). I saw St. Maryõs as one of the top givers in the Archdiocese to the 
Priestõs Retirement Fund. This had to be a Catholic community. I can name a dozen schools where 
the children only attend Mass twice a month; St. Maryõs attends every week. The leadership skills 
begin here and grow and develop throughout the lives of our students.

There were times of doubt. I am grateful that I had a staff that I trusted and who trusted me to 
make the best decisions for our students. While taking administrative classes, I heard over and over 
from òestablishedó principals of difþculties working with staff, Boards and parents. That has never 
been a factor here. There have been very few valleys. As part of my journey, Iõve had to work with 
multiple communities on the budget. I believe programs are in place that will allow future tuition 
increases to be minimal, while continuing to offer the best education possible for our students. The 
many organizations are up to the task. (Alumni, Promotions, Stars)

I hope I have grown every year since Iõve been here. I initially missed my co-workers from St. Patõs 
but as time went on, St. Maryõs has become more and more of who I am. I could not imagine not 
being here. Iõve actually been offered principalõs positions in the last few years but after asking God 
for direction, I found that St. Maryõs had more to offer than any other position. I believe it is time for 
a change. They say time changes things, but you actually have to make the changes yourself. I hope 
to spend a little more time as a husband, father and grandpa, as well as help our restaurant become
successful.

I will continue to pray for St. Maryõs and ask God to bless her all the days of my life.



June 5- Last Day of School

Parents are welcome to join us for our þnal liturgy on Thursday, June 5 at 8:30 a.m. A slide 
show recognizing the sixth graders will be shown after the liturgy. Students may then leave 
with their parents. If you are unable to join us for the liturgy, please make arrangements 
for your child(ren) to be picked up afterwards at the school  (approximately 10:30 a.m.).

Registration

Registration for the 2008-09 school term will be held at St. Maryõs School August 5, 6 and 
7th. Times will be given in the parish bulletins and the Manchester Press as we get closer.  
If another time is better for you to register, please call the school during that week to make 
arrangements.

Regional Invention Convention Winner

Thirty-two schools representing 430 students and over 300 inventions were judged at this 
yearõs Regional in Elkader. Congratulations to Jason Vaske, who was chosen to go on to 
the Invent Iowa State Convention held at the University of Iowa. Jason was the only repre-
sentative selected from Delaware County. We appreciate all of the hard work by each of our 
students, teachers and parents to make this a success.

Mother’s Day Breakfast

Mark your calendars for the 2nd Annual Motherõs Day Breakfast.   It will be held on Sun-
day, May 11th, in the Parish Center from 8 am to noon.  Proceeds will be split between St. 
Paulõs Automatic External Deþbrillator Fund, Catholic Relief Services and Delaware County 
Food Pantry.  Advance Tickets only.
 
Serving:  Scrambled Eggs, egg casserole, cheesy hash browns, fresh fruits, carved ham and 
maple link sausages (Del. Co. Meats), cinnamon rolls, assorted ÿavored breads, coffee, juice 
and milk. Tickets are available at all weekend masses and at St. Maryõs School during the 
regular school hours.


